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Philosophy of World Languages Education 

 

Learning other languages and understanding the culture of the people who speak them is a 21st 

Century skill that is vital to success in the global environment in which our students will live and 

work. For college and career readiness, our students need to be proficient in other languages, 

regardless of whether they choose to transition directly to the workforce or to post-secondary 

education. In a 2006 report entitled, Education for Global Leadership:  The Importance of 

International Studies and Foreign Languages for U.S. Economic and National Security, the 

Committee for Economic Development (CED) stated “To confront the twenty-first century 

challenges to our economy and national security, our education system must be strengthened to 

increase the foreign language skills and cultural awareness of our students. America’s continued 

global leadership will depend on our students’ abilities to interact with the world community 

both inside and outside our borders.”1  

 

 

 

 

Committee 

 

Heather Davis, High School Spanish Teacher 

Anna Helbling, Middle School Spanish Teacher 

Caitlin Johnson, High School French Teacher 

Rae Tardif, High School Spanish Teacher 

Jennifer Watson, High School Spanish Teacher 

Dr. Julie Heon, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

 

 

 

 

1 Partnership for 21st Century Skills, 

http://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/21stCenturySkillsMap/p21_worldlanguagesmap.pdf
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World Languages Instructional Practices 

 

This framework is the basis for levels 1 through 4 of French and levels Introduction to Spanish 

through AP Spanish taught in the Litchfield School District. The curriculum framework is based 

in large part upon the New Hampshire Guidelines for World Language Learning 

(http://www.nhawlt.org/images/Handouts/nhwlguidelines.pdf). 

 

An emphasis on speaking, listening, reading, writing, and the exploration of Francophone and 

Hispanic cultures ensures that all the components of language acquisition are employed to 

enhance language learning. 

 

Speaking in the target language is an very important component of studying a world language.  

Students are expected to speak in the target language, including the first year, with increasing 

fluency and frequency throughout the course year and from course to course. 

 

Teachers employ differentiated instructional strategies to allow students to demonstrate 

knowledge of the language in a variety of settings. Teachers vary activities to meet students’ 

multiple learning styles. 

 

Student participation in the world language classroom is seen as a key to success in the 

acquisition of the target language. Students are encouraged to participate in the classroom and 

use their newly acquired language skills to express themselves in the classroom setting and 

beyond. 

 

Students are expected to use various study techniques for newly learned linguistic material. 

 

There are a myriad of online resources available to students in order to enhance their learning 

and proficiency in the target language. Students should use technology to expand their language 

skills and increase exposure to the target language and its culture. 

 

Writing in English shall conform to the College and Career Ready literacy standards.   (see 

Appendix)  

 

 

http://www.nhawlt.org/images/Handouts/nhwlguidelines.pdf
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World Language Education Competencies 
 

 

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the 

[Spanish/French] language.  

 

Apply appropriate conventions of the [Spanish/French] language in writing. 

 

Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, 

and speaking style. 

 

Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

 

 

Compare and contrast [Spanish and French] -speaking cultures. 
 

 



French 1 
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French 1 

 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the French 

language.  

▪ Interpret basic informational text, graphic text and short excerpts from a variety of 

literature, including dialogues, blogs, and instructions. 

▪ Navigate online resources to investigate relevant topics or for language 

exploration. 

▪ Discern the cognates and visual cues for comprehension. 

▪ Expand knowledge of other subject areas and perspectives through reading in the 

target language. 

 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the French language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing 

appropriate for a learner with a basic level of French (avoid word-for-word 

translation). 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks, including the 

level of formality of dialogues and concise presentations. 

▪ Create discourse applying simple, compound, and complex sentences when 

appropriate.  

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 

 

❖ Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and speaking 

style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the French language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, including formal 

and informal dialogues and presentations. 

▪ Utilize gestures and other nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 

▪ Analyze errors and self-correct while speaking. 

 



French 1 
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❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues, among peers and adults, as well as short 

narrations. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

   

❖ Compare and contrast Francophone cultures. 

▪ Identify and analyze the products (the “what”), the practices (the “how”) and the 

perspectives (the “why”) of various Francophone cultures. 

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Francophone 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S... 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Francophone cultures. 

 



French 2 
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French 2 

 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the French 

language.  

▪ Interpret informational text, graphic text and short excerpts from a variety of 

literature, including dialogues, plays, blogs, and instructions. 

▪ Navigate online resources to investigate relevant topics or for language 

exploration. 

▪ Discern the context, cognates and visual cues for comprehension. 

▪ Expand knowledge of other subject areas and perspectives through reading in the 

target language. 

 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the French language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing (avoid 

word-for-word translation). 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks, including the 

level of formality of dialogues and presentations. 

▪ Discern appropriate use of basic idiomatic expressions.  

▪ Create discourse applying simple, compound, and complex sentences.  

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 

 

❖ Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and speaking 

style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the French language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure with relevant detail. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, including formal 

and informal dialogues and presentations. 

▪ Utilize gestures and other nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 

▪ Analyze errors and self-correct while speaking. 

 



French 2 
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❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues, among peers and adults, as well as narrations. 

▪ Explore basic phonetic differences of French dialects and accents. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

 

❖ Compare and contrast Francophone cultures. 

▪ Identify and analyze the products (the “what”), the practices (the “how”) and the 

perspectives (the “why”) of various Francophone cultures. 

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Francophone 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S... 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Francophone cultures. 

▪ Explore connections to cultural customs and distinctive viewpoints that are 

available through the target language and its cultures. 



French 3 
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French 3 

 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the French 

language.  

▪ Interpret informational text, graphic text and a variety of literature, including 

dialogues, poems, instructions, tweets, infographics, and articles. 

▪ Navigate online resources to investigate relevant topics. 

▪ Discern the style, context, cognates and visual cues for comprehension. 

▪ Expand knowledge of other subject areas and perspectives through reading in the 

target language. 

 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the French language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing (avoid 

word-for-word translation). 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks, including the 

level of formality of dialogues and presentations. 

▪ Discern appropriate use of idioms and cultural variance in context. 

▪ Create paragraph-length discourse applying simple, compound, and complex 

sentences.  

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 

▪ Analyze common errors in language to language translation. 

 

❖ Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and speaking 

style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the French language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure with relevant detail. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation and intonation techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, including formal 

and informal dialogues, surveys, and presentations. 

▪ Utilize gestures and other nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 

▪ Analyze errors and frequently self-correct while speaking. 

❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 



French 3 
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▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues, among peers and adults, as well as narrations 

and surveys. 

▪ Identify unique phonetic differences of French dialects and accents. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

▪ Discern main ideas and essential vocabulary to convey a speaker’s perspective. 

 

❖ Compare and contrast Francophone cultures. 

▪ Identify and analyze the products (the “what”), the practices (the “how”) and the 

perspectives (the “why”) of various Francophone cultures. 

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Francophone 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S... 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Francophone cultures. 

▪ Explore connections to cultural customs and distinctive viewpoints that are 

available through the target language and its cultures (through guest speakers, 

shadowing, visitations, interviews, etc.) 



French 4 
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French 4 

 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the French 

language.  

▪ Interpret informational text, graphic text and a variety of literature, including 

dialogues, short stories, poems, and authentic media sources. 

▪ Navigate online resources to investigate relevant topics and cite them 

appropriately. 

▪ Discern the style, context, cognates and visual cues for comprehension. 

▪ Expand knowledge of other subject areas and perspectives through reading in the 

target language. 

▪ Paraphrase ideas appropriately.  

 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the French language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing (avoid 

word-for-word translation). 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks, including the 

level of formality of dialogues, poems, journals/letters, advertisements, and class 

presentations. 

▪ Discern appropriate use of idioms and cultural variance in context. 

▪ Write creatively applying simple, compound, and complex sentences, utilizing 

appropriate transitional elements.  

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 

 

❖ Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and speaking 

style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the French language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure with relevant detail. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation, intonation, and pacing techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, including formal 

and informal dialogues and class presentations. 

▪ Utilize circumlocution, gestures, and nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 



French 4 
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▪ Consistently analyze errors and self-correct while speaking. 

 

❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues, among peers and adults, short stories, and 

poems. 

▪ Decipher content from authentic songs and advertisements to respond to critical 

thinking questions. 

▪ Identify unique phonetic differences of French dialects and accents. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

▪ Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, rationale, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

 

❖ Compare and contrast Francophone cultures. 

▪ Identify and analyze the relationship among the products (the “what”), the 

practices (the “how”) and the perspectives (the “why”) of various Francophone 

cultures and the communities in the U.S. 

▪ Create replicas of the cultural products of various French-speaking countries.  

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Francophone 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S. in an organized manner. 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Francophone cultures. 

▪ Explore connections to cultural customs and distinctive viewpoints that are 

available through the target language and its cultures (through guest speakers, 

shadowing, visitations, interviews, etc.) 

 

 



Intro Spanish 

Litchfield School District                                               Approved  7/2016                                                            13  
 

Introduction to Spanish 

 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the Spanish 

language.  

▪ Interpret basic informational text, graphic text and short excerpts from a variety of 

literature, including dialogues, blogs, and instructions appropriate for learners 

with beginning knowledge of Spanish. 

▪ Discern the cognates and visual cues for comprehension. 

 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing 

appropriate for a learner with a basic level of Spanish (avoid word-for-word 

translation). 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks, including the 

level of formality of dialogues and concise presentations. 

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 

 

❖ Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and speaking 

style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, including formal 

and informal dialogues and presentations. 

▪ Utilize gestures and other nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 

▪ Analyze errors and self-correct while speaking. 

 

❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues, among peers and adults. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

❖ Compare and contrast Spanish-speaking cultures. 



Intro Spanish 
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▪ Identify and analyze the products (the “what”), the practices (the “how”) and the 

perspectives (the “why”) of various Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Spanish-speaking 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S. 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Spanish-speaking cultures. 

 

 



Spanish 1 
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Spanish 1 

 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the Spanish 

language.  

▪ Interpret basic informational text, graphic text and short excerpts from a variety of 

literature, including dialogues and instructions appropriate for learners with 

beginning knowledge of Spanish. 

▪ Navigate online resources to investigate relevant topics or for the purpose of 

language exploration. 

▪ Discern cognates and visual cues for comprehension. 

▪ Expand knowledge of other subject areas and perspectives through reading in the 

target language. 

 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing (avoid 

word-for-word translation) appropriate for a learner with a basic level of Spanish. 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks, including the 

level of formality of dialogues and concise presentations. 

▪ Create discourse applying simple, compound, and complex sentences when 

appropriate.  

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 

 

❖ Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and speaking 

style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, including formal 

and informal dialogues and brief presentations. 

▪ Utilize gestures and other nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 

▪ Analyze errors and self-correct while speaking. 

 



Spanish 1 
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❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues, among peers and adults, as well as short 

narrations. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

   

❖ Compare and contrast Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Identify and analyze the products (the “what”), the practices (the “how”) and the 

perspectives (the “why”) of various Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Spanish-speaking 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S... 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Spanish-speaking cultures. 

 

 

 

 



Spanish 2 
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Spanish 2 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the Spanish 

language.  

▪ Interpret informational text, graphic text and short excerpts from a variety of 

literature, including dialogues, blogs, and instructions. 

▪ Navigate online resources to investigate relevant topics or for language 

exploration. 

▪ Discern the context, cognates and visual cues for comprehension. 

▪ Expand knowledge of other subject areas and perspectives through reading in the 

target language. 

 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing (avoid 

word-for-word translation). 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks, including the 

level of formality of dialogues and presentations. 

▪ Discern appropriate use of basic idiomatic expressions.  

▪ Create discourse applying simple, compound, and complex sentences.  

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 

 

❖ Speak purposefully in Spanish, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and 

speaking style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure with relevant detail. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, including formal 

and informal dialogues and presentations. 

▪ Utilize gestures and other nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 

▪ Analyze errors and self-correct while speaking. 

 

 

 



Spanish 2 
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❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues, among peers and adults, as well as narrations. 

▪ Explore basic phonetic differences of Spanish dialects and accents. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

   

❖ Compare and contrast Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Identify and analyze the products (the “what”), the practices (the “how”) and the 

perspectives (the “why”) of various Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Spanish-speaking 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S. 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Explore connections to cultural customs and distinctive viewpoints that are 

available through the target language and its cultures. 

 



Spanish 3 
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Spanish 3 

 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the Spanish 

language.  

▪ Interpret informational text, graphic text and a variety of literature, including 

dialogues, poems, instructions, tweets, infographics, and articles. 

▪ Navigate online resources to investigate relevant topics. 

▪ Discern the style, context, cognates and visual cues for comprehension. 

▪ Expand knowledge of other subject areas and perspectives through reading in the 

target language. 

 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing (avoid 

word-for-word translation). 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks, including the 

level of formality of dialogues and presentations. 

▪ Discern appropriate use of idioms and cultural variance in context. 

▪ Create paragraph-length discourse applying simple, compound, and complex 

sentences.  

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 

▪ Analyze common errors in language to language translation. 

 

❖ Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and speaking 

style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure with relevant detail. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, including formal 

and informal dialogues, surveys, and presentations. 

▪ Utilize gestures and other nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 

▪ Analyze errors and frequently self-correct while speaking. 

 



Spanish 3 
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❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues, among peers and adults, as well as narrations 

and surveys. 

▪ Identify unique phonetic differences of Spanish dialects and accents. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

▪ Discern main ideas and essential vocabulary to convey a speaker’s perspective. 

   

❖ Compare and contrast Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Identify and analyze the products (the “what”), the practices (the “how”) and the 

perspectives (the “why”) of various Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Spanish-speaking 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S... 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Explore connections to cultural customs and distinctive viewpoints that are 

available through the target language and its cultures (through guest speakers, 

shadowing, visitations, interviews, etc.) 

 

 



AP Spanish 
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Spanish 4 

 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the Spanish 

language.  

▪ Interpret informational text, graphic text and a variety of literature, including 

dialogues, short stories, poems, and authentic media sources. 

▪ Navigate online resources to investigate relevant topics and cite them 

appropriately. 

▪ Discern the style, context, cognates and visual cues for comprehension. 

▪ Expand knowledge of other subject areas and perspectives through reading in the 

target language. 

▪ Paraphrase ideas appropriately.  
 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing (avoid 

word-for-word translation). 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks, including the 

level of formality of dialogues, poems, journals/letters, advertisements, and class 

presentations. 

▪ Discern appropriate use of idioms and cultural variance in context. 

▪ Write creatively applying simple, compound, and complex sentences, utilizing 

appropriate transitional elements.   

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 
 

❖ Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and speaking 

style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure with relevant detail. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation, intonation, and pacing techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, including formal 

and informal dialogues and class presentations. 

▪ Utilize circumlocution, gestures, and nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 

▪ Consistently analyze errors and self-correct while speaking. 

 



AP Spanish 
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❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues, among peers and adults, short stories, and 

poems. 

▪ Decipher content from authentic songs and advertisements to respond to critical 

thinking questions. 

▪ Identify unique phonetic differences of Spanish dialects and accents. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

▪ Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, rationale, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

   

❖ Compare and contrast Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Identify and analyze the relationship among the products (the “what”), the 

practices (the “how”) and the perspectives (the “why”) of various Spanish-

speaking cultures and the communities in the U.S. 

▪ Create replicas of the cultural products of various Spanish-speaking countries.  

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Spanish-speaking 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S. in an organized manner. 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Explore connections to cultural customs and distinctive viewpoints that are 

available through the target language and its cultures (through guest speakers, 

shadowing, visitations, interviews, etc.) 

 

 



AP Spanish 
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Advanced Placement Spanish  

 

❖ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension in the Spanish 

language.  

▪ Interpret informational text, graphic text and a variety of literature (interpretive 

visual and audiovisual communication), including dialogues, emails, authentic 

media sources, and instructions. 

▪ Navigate online resources to investigate relevant topics and cite them 

appropriately. 

▪ Utilize critical analysis to discern the style, context, fact vs. opinion, and implied 

meaning for comprehension. 

▪ Expand knowledge of other subject areas through study of geographical, 

historical, artistic, social, and political features of target culture communities. 

▪ Paraphrase ideas appropriately.  

 

❖ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language in writing. 

▪ Synthesize knowledge of grammar and punctuation, accent marks, vocabulary, 

and apply language-specific syntax to produce clear and coherent writing (avoid 

word-for-word translation). 

▪ Adapt writing to a variety of contexts and communication tasks (both 

interpersonal and presentational), including the level of formality of dialogues, 

blog posts, email replies, persuasive essays, creative writing, and cultural 

comparison presentations. 

▪ Discern appropriate use of idioms and cultural variance in context. 

▪ Create extensive discourse applying simple, compound, and complex sentences.  

▪ Apply feedback to plan, organize, compose, revise, and rewrite. 

▪ Present and defend a viewpoint with coherence, detail, and transitional elements. 

▪ Formulate questions to seek clarification or additional information. 

 

  



AP Spanish 
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❖ Speak purposefully, making strategic decisions about content, language use, and speaking 

style. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language when speaking including 

grammar, vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure with relevant detail. 

▪ Employ proper pronunciation, intonation, and pacing techniques using guidelines. 

▪ Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks (both 

interpersonal and presentational), including formal and informal dialogues and 

cultural comparison presentations. 

▪ Utilize circumlocution, gestures, and nonverbal expressions to enhance speech. 

▪ Consistently analyze errors and self-correct during both impromptu and rehearsed 

speech. 

▪ Formulate questions to seek clarification or additional information. 

 

❖ Listen attentively to interpret and evaluate spoken language. 

▪ Interpret meaning to create appropriate responses in formal and informal 

collaborations, such as dialogues among peers and adults, interviews, and reports.  

▪ Decipher and integrate content from audio sources to respond to critical thinking 

questions and in support of viewpoint for persuasive essays. 

▪ Identify unique phonetic differences of Spanish dialects and accents. 

▪ Interpret gestures and nonverbal expressions to enhance listening comprehension. 

▪ Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, rationale, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

▪ Recognize social and cultural elements implicit in oral texts. 

   

❖ Compare and contrast Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Identify and analyze the relationship among the products (the “what”), the 

practices (the “how”) and the perspectives (the “why”) of various Spanish-

speaking cultures and the communities in the U.S... 

▪ Analyze the cultural similarities and differences among various Spanish-speaking 

cultures as well as compared to the culture of the U.S. in an organized manner 

with relevant cultural connections and transitional elements. 

▪ Discern social norms and customs of Spanish-speaking cultures. 

▪ Explore connections to cultural customs and distinctive viewpoints that are 

available through the target language and its cultures (through guest speakers, 

shadowing, visitations, interviews, etc.). 



AP Spanish 
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▪ Analyze geographical, historical, artistic, social, and political features of target 

culture communities. 

▪ Apply appropriate conventions of the Spanish language including grammar, 

vocabulary, word choice, and sentence structure with relevant detail. 


















